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Getting Started… 

 

Do you ever think you’ve been sold a bill of goods from people who 

claim you should “Do What You Love and the Money Will Follow” or 

that you should “Follow Your Bliss” and all will work out fine? There’s 

one camp of people that swear it’s possible to make a living doing what 

you love – and can even point to numerous successes. On the other 

hand there’s another camp of people who swear that if you “Do What 

You Love” you’ll probably end up broke. 

So which is it? 

The answer is…wait for it…”it depends”. It depends of course on: 

 Whether or not there is a demand for the skills you have 

 Whether or not there are enough people passionate about the same sorts of thing you 

are that are willing to spend money on products and/or services related to those things 

 Whether or not you’d be happy with what people might be willing to pay you for the 

work you do or products and/or services you provide. 

We’re going to show you how to figure out if there really is a way for you to profit from your 

passions. And we’re going to show you how to do it in a way where you won’t waste time 

researching ideas that have little or no chance of success. 

We’ve seen people generating income from what we thought were pretty unusual markets – so 

don’t be discouraged if you think your interest or skillsets are too unique. And if you have 

commonplace skills you’ll learn a bit about how to research marketplaces that could use your 

skills that you may never have thought of before. 

The following system is based on thousands of hours of research done by the staff at 

ExtraIncomeForAll.com 

Repeat the following steps for each area of interest you have until you find one or more that 

seems like a good prospect from which to generate extra income. 
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Is There A Market?  Indicators 

 

The first thing that you’ll want to do is to look for “indicators” (signs) 

that there may be a market for your skills and talents in areas you are 

passionate about.  Keep in mind that an “indicator” only means that 

there seems to be a market for your skills and talents. It does NOT 

mean that there’s a good marketplace for generating extra income. We’ll 

show you how to figure that out in section III – “Existing Business Success Indicators”. 

The reason you’re looking for these initial indicators is so that you can tell if you might be 

wasting time trying to profit from one of your skills or interests. 

Are there existing businesses in your area of interest? 

At this point you are just trying see if there are any businesses in the marketplace. You aren’t 

trying to figure out which businesses are successful (if any).  And keep in mind that you will 

only be looking at general marketplaces. Often there are topic-specific marketplaces (such as 

ones for crafts, writing, voiceover talent, goat rental, etc.) that generate significantly more sales 

than general marketplaces. 

Really, you should just spend a few minutes doing this by doing one or all of the following to 

see if you get any results at all for one or more of the following searches. 

 Search Google – don’t think to hard about this one. If you’re passionate about  

“handmade teddy bears”  just type in “handmade teddy bears”, “buy handmade teddy 

bears”, “handmade teddy bears for sale” etc. into Google. Are there businesses selling 

handmade teddy bears? Yes or No? 

http://www.extraincomeforall.com/
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 If your interest involves specific type of products Search eBay on the same sorts of 

phrases and see if that type of product is being sold through the eBay marketplace. 

 

 If you interest involves a service check one of the popular general freelance 

marketplaces such as elance.com and search for “jobs” related to the service you could 

provide. So if you are a cartoonist just search the jobs section at elance.com for 

“cartoonist” or “cartoons”. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.extraincomeforall.com/
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 Search for entire forums or sections of forums about your area of interest. The easiest 

way to do this is to use a forum search engine like Omgili.com or Boardreader.com and 

search on the topic your interested in such as “handmade teddy bears”, “cartooning”, 

etc. 

 

 

 Check for suppliers. Something as simple as “teddy bear supplies” or “cartoonist 

supplies” will do.  

 

 Search the yellow pages (optional). 

http://www.extraincomeforall.com/
http://www.omgili.com/
http://www.boardreader.com/
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Remember at this point you are just trying to see if you get any results at all when doing the 

above searches. Don’t worry about how many results you get. 

 

Business Success Indicators 

 

If you were able to get any results from the previous questions then it’s 

time to dig deeper and see if there are any successful businesses in the 

marketplace and to get a sense of the size of the marketplace. This 

can be trickier than looking for general market indicators, but we’ll walk 

you right through the process. Be sure to include both bigger and 

smaller businesses in your research 

Are Businesses Spending Money In The Marketplace? 

The next steps will give you a sense of whether or not businesses are spending money in the 

marketplace. If multiple businesses are spending money in a market place then that’s a good 

indicator that there is demand in the marketplace (otherwise the businesses would just be 

throwing money away). 

You’ll want to do these steps for a few businesses in the marketplace.  If possible try to include 

bigger and smaller businesses.  To figure out which ones are likely to be the bigger businesses 

do the following: 

1. Search Google for obvious terms in your marketplace and jot down the websites listed at 

the top of the search results. If you are interested in Virtual Assistant businesses just do 

a search on “virtual assistants” and/or “virtual assistant services” and make a list of 5 to 

10 of the websites at the top of the page. 

http://www.extraincomeforall.com/
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2. Put each of the website links into the “Site Profile” box at the website Compete.com. 

Compete will give you a sense of how many visitors are coming to the website.  Make a 

note of the number of “unique visitors” for each website. You can think of “Unique 

Visitors” as the number of people who visit a website within a specific period of time (if 

the same person visits more than once during that time, they are still only counted 

once). 
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3. Arrange the websites according to how many unique visitors they get from highest to 

lowest. 

 

4. Check each website in a site called http://www.spyfu.com which will give you an idea of 

that sites: daily ad budget, number of visits (clicks) they buy from Google (through it’s 

“Adwords” advertising platform), and how much they are paying for each clickthrough. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daily Ad Budget 

Paid Keywords 
Top Ad Competitors 

http://www.extraincomeforall.com/
http://www.spyfu.com/
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Do Businesses In The MarketPlace  

Have A Social Presence? 

 

This step will tell you one or both of the following: 

 Are there businesses in this marketplace trying to leverage the popularity 

of social sites like FaceBook, Twitter, MySpace, etc. 

 Are people talking about the business on social sites. 

Here’s what you do. 

1. Check the site HowSociable.com to get a “visibility score”. Don’t worry too much about what the 

exact “visibility score” number means as even HowSocial.com at this point isn’t 100% sure of it’s 

significance. What you want to pay attention to is how many of the social platforms listed on the 

HowSociable.com page a business is using. The Their presence indicates a level of demand for 

that marketplace.  For each business you are researching you’ll want to check HowSociable.com 

for one or more of the following from the business: 

 The business’ name 

 The business’ main website 

 The business’ main products 

Let’s take a look at one of the larger sites in the “Voice Talent” marketplace – Voices.com: 

Well just enter the main website voices.com into HowSociable.com because we could end up with a lot 

of irrelevant results if we typed in the word “voices” on it’s own. You can see the HowSociable.com 

results for Voices.com in the image below:  

 

 

www.voices.com 

Note:  This verification step can be approached in two ways.  Answer as a, “Yes/No” to social 

media exposure or as a percentage such as 17 of 32 references www.voices.com giving it a 

53% exposure to the listed social media sites. 

http://www.extraincomeforall.com/
http://www.howsociable.com/
http://www.howsociable.com/
http://www.howsociable.com/
http://www.voices.com/
http://www.howsociable.com/
http://www.voices.com/
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It seems to have a pretty good social presence. View some “mentions” on some of the social sites to 

make sure that you are getting results that are really about the business in question. You’ll almost 

always find some that aren’t – you just want to make sure that all or most of the mentions aren’t about 

some OTHER company with a similar name. Some sites require you to login to see the mentions, but 

many of them don’t such as: 

 Twitter 

 YouTube 

 MySpace Pages 

Again, don’t worry too much about the howsociable.com score. What you are looking for is whether or 

not any of the businesses in the marketplace have any sort of social presence at all. 

2. Determine each company’s possible social “profile names” 

For many companies you can often find their likely profile names using one of the following two sites: 

 Yasni.com - Search for the company on the site Yasni.com and note what their “Twitter 

Profile” is. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.twitter.com/voicesdotcom 

http://www.extraincomeforall.com/
http://www.yasni.com/
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You can often get the owners name of a smaller company by looking up their domain registration 

information at a free “whois” service like the http://www.networksolutions.com/whois/index.jsp. 

Here’s a search for the person listed as the registrant site gunmetalgroup.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Site Registration Information  

(address will appear – covered for privacy) 

http://www.extraincomeforall.com/
http://www.networksolutions.com/whois/index.jsp
http://www.gunmetalgroup.com/
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 Pipl.com – This can be especially good for smaller companies. If you know the owner’s name 

search Pipl.com for their name but do NOT fill in the city or state field (you can also try 

leaving out the country) 

 

If you know one or more of the Profile Names a company uses for any social site or in any forum enter 

that name into Knowem.com to see what other other social sites they might be on. Good bets for profile 

names are one of the following: 

a. The company’s name – e.g. HomeDepot ( 

b. The company’s website – HomeDepot.com 

c. The company’s website name with “dot” spelled out – e.g. HomeDepotDotCom 

 

I noticed that Voices.com profile name on FaceBook was VoicesDotCom so let’s put that into 

Knowem.com and see what we get: 

 

 

 

Clear city & state to get best results 

gunmetalgroup.com 

Hover over image  

to see profile link 

http://www.extraincomeforall.com/
http://www.pipl.com/
http://www.knowem.com/
http://www.knowem.com/
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You can see that the profile name VoicesDotCom is listed on five of the sites in the blogging category. 

It’s possible that those profiles don’t belong to Voices.com – so keep in mind that the more unusual the 

profile name the more likely it is that it belongs to the same company across multiple social sites. 

You can continue checking for the company’s profile presence by clicking the “Check This Category” in 

each of the categories listed on the Knowem.com site. 

 

 

Check This Category 

Indicates this is a 

taken username 

http://www.extraincomeforall.com/
http://www.knowem.com/


16 Profits From Passions                                  ©2010 Extra Income For All All Rights Reserved. 

 

 

The research at Knowem.com will give you a sense of whether not some of the businesses in the 

marketplace are at least trying to use social media to get the word out about their businesses. 

The thinking here is that if businesses are investing time and effort to build a social media presence then 

there’s a good chance that they are doing so because there’s a demand for their products or services in 

the marketplace. 

3. Check to see how much people are talking about the company. 

Here are few sites you can get more information on how much people are talking about a particular 

company from these sites: 

 SocialMention.com  

 WhosTalkin.com  

 Yasni.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check This Category 

social profile 

name 

Use drop down 

arrow to expand 

your search 

beyond blogs 

http://www.extraincomeforall.com/
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Online vs. Offline Demand  

Most of the focus today is on the rise of online sales.  More and more people are buying online, as seen 

in the 2009 Black Friday Report which indicated an 11% increase in ecommerce year over year.  Even 

with the large growth in some retail sectors it is important to see the big picture.  

Ecommerce according to the US Census Bureau as a percentage of overall US retail sales, e-commerce 

sales slightly rose on a quarterly basis, from 3.6% to 3.7%. On an annual basis, they rose from 3.4%. In 

terms of dollar value, overall US retail sales totaled $922.2 billion. This represented a 1.7% increase from 

$906.4 billion in Q209 and a 7.5% decrease from $997 billion in Q308. 

 

The key point is to realize that we have primarily focused on online ideas.  However, due to the small 

percent of online sales, there are unlimited offline ideas.  Regardless of whether you are an online or 

offline marketer, the power of online marketing is slowly replacing much of the offline marketing. 

comScore and DunnHumby did a recent study where they concluded that,  online advertising is no 

longer meant only for online marketers. More and more studies are showing that online advertising can 

be beneficial for offline sales as well.  The comparative study showed that the sales lift achieved by TV 

ads was 8% over a period of 12 months, while the lift from online ads was 9% over just 3 months. In 

parallel terms, the percentage of sales lift achieved through TV ads was 36% and that through online ads 

was 80%. 

For those considering offline ideas, it is equally important to position yourself online to maximize your 

exposure and your revenue potential. 

 

http://www.extraincomeforall.com/
http://www.census.gov/
http://www.accuracast.com/search-daily-news/internet-7471/research-confirms-online-advertising-drives-offline-sales/
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The Next Step – Making Your Entrance Into 

The Marketplace Through “Trusted Hubs” 

 

Assuming you’ve found a marketplace for one of your interests or skills 

in which: 

 Businesses are spending money on advertising 

 Specific businesses in the marketplace are people talked about 

on social sites 

 Businesses are making an attempt to use social media to build  

                                                            their business presence and/or branding 

…then it’s time to decide if you want try to generate extra income from the marketplace. 

At ExtraIncomeForAll.com we provide a lot of training on how to market your products and services and 

also are constantly adding to our growing skill-specific and interest-specific lists of the following: 

 Freelance marketplaces/Sales Channels 

 Suppliers 

 Training 

 Associations 

In this section we’ll go over the basics of how to find reputable companies and people for those. 

But before we start, let’s make sure you’re clear about what we mean about “skill-specific” and 

“interest-specific” by going over some examples (For a couple of the categories below we only show a 

few out of dozens (or sometimes hundreds or more) that we’ve researched and analyzed. 

http://www.extraincomeforall.com/
http://www.extraincomeforall.com/
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 Goat Rental/Sales for 

Weed Control 

 

Doll Repair 

 

Writing 

Sales Channels/ 

Marketplaces 

 GoatFinder.com 

 GoatSeeker.com 

 Agriseek.com 

 Doll Doctor Locator 

 Collectors.org 

 About.com Guide 

 Demand Studios 

 LoveToKnow.com 

 Sunoasis.com 

 WeBook.com 

 AssociatedContent.com 

 CreateSpace.com 

Suppliers  GoatFinder.com 

 GoatSeeker.com 

 Agriseek.com 

 A Dolly’s World 

 Miniworld Dolls 

 CR’s Crafts 

 WritersStore.com 

 Write-Brain.com 

 WizardsForWord.com 

Training  Goat Weed 
Management 

 Goat Care 
Practices 

 Using Goats for 
Vegetation 
Management 

 Dolldoctor.net 

 Training Videos 

 Doll Seminar 
 

 Writers Block Cures 

 Query Letter Basics 

 Writing.org 

 WeBook.com 
 

Associations, 

Organizations, 

Forums, and 

Publications 

 Northwest 
Organic Farming 
Association 

 Organic Farming 
Associations & 
Resources 

 Doll Doctor’s 
Association 

 United Federation of 
Doll Clubs 

 American Society of 
Journalists and Authors 

 International Women’s 
Writing Guild 

 AbsoluteWrite.com 

 

Hopefully the above table has helped you to understand what we mean by “topic-specific” and “skill-

specific” 

Doll Repair is quite specific. Writing is more skill-specific at a higher-level. Of course there are sub-skills 

within writing such as “poetry”, “fiction”, “screenwriting” etc.  

 

Trusted Hubs and “The Professional Event”  

When you are looking for marketplaces, suppliers, and training in almost any area you will inevitably run 

into scams. This section will show you a useful method for minimizing your risk of running into 

scammers. 

We’ll start with the concept of a “Trusted Hub”. For our purposes you can think of a Trusted Hub as a 

company, website, person, or group of people where your odds of receiving correct (good) information 

is high and your odds of receiving incorrect (bad) information is low. 

 

 

http://www.extraincomeforall.com/
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To get a basic understanding of how this is done for websites, you can view the video here: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Provided by Seomoz.com 

There are also two simple steps you can take to see if Google considers a site an “Authority” or 

“Trusted” site: 

1. Type the site name into the Google search box 

2. Check the site’s home page Pagerank (explain toolbar – checking page rank) generally the higher 

the page rank of the main page of the site the more trusted the overall site is. 

These methods aren’t perfect, but they take into account the collective brain-power of some of the top 

scientist in the world. 

Authority Site Status: 

Multiple sub-headings 

found in basic search  

http://www.extraincomeforall.com/
http://vimeo.com/832273
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You can also find “Trusted Hubs” for companies, people, and groups of people. The method of finding 

them is different, but the result is the same – you increase your odds of receiving correct (good) 

information and you decrease your odds of receiving incorrect (bad) information is. 

That method is covered in Part 2 of this Profits From Passions report along with a section called - Profit-

Taking for Everyone – how almost anyone can generate extra income from the following areas and many 

others with companies that want to help you get money. 

 

Profits From Passions – Part 2 

 

 

Trusted Hubs and the  

“Professional Event” Secret 

 

First we need to define what a “Professional Event” is for our purposes. You can 

consider it either an event that is organized and/or run by an established association or 

one that established associations attend, exhibit, or speak at. 

In Part 1 of the Profits From Passions report we ended by showing you how to 

determine if a website is a “Trusted Hub”. Now it’s time on to checking out the reputation of companies, 

people, and groups of people. 

Here’s how you’re going to do this: 

1. You’re going to find the professional associations and organizations a specific area of interest or 

profession 

2. You are going to find the events that include those associations in their speakers list 

3. You will see what companies and people are speaking at the same events that the associations 

are speaking at 

This premise starts with the premise that the associations and organizations you find have been vetted 

by the books and website directories that themselves are recognized compilations of professional and 

interest-specific associations and organizations. 

 

http://www.extraincomeforall.com/
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Here are some resources for finding associations in specific areas of interest or professions: 

 ASAE and The Center for Association Leadership 

 UseAssociations.com Directory 

 Weddles Association Directory 

 Google Directory 

 Internet Public Library 

There are also paid resources such as Gale’s Encyclopedia of Associations which often you can get online 

access to through the online portion of your local library. There is also the Directory of Associations put 

out by MarketingSource.com which I haven’t found any way to access for free at this point. 

Now that you know where to find associations and organizations, let’s see how to use them to find 

companies, people, and groups of people that can be considered “Trusted Hubs”. 

Let’s do this process for someone who might be interested getting their idea for a toy to market. There 

are a lot of predatory so-called “toy marketing” or “invention marketing” companies that would love to 

clean your bank account who don’t care if you succeed or not. 

So, let’s see how to avoid those kinds of companies and find reputable ones instead. 

First, we’ll search for “toy maker association” in the Google Directory 

 

You’ll notice that Toy Industry Association site is listed at the top. 

After we click through to the Toy Industry Association’s website there’s a menu item at the top called 

“EVENTS”. We click on that. 

http://www.extraincomeforall.com/
http://www.asaecenter.org/Directories/AssociationSearch.cfm
http://www.useassociations.com/directory
http://www.weddles.com/associations/index.cfm
http://directory.google.com/
http://ipl.org/
http://www.marketingsource.com/
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Now at the top left there’s something called “Toy Fair”. Bingo. This looks like a “Professional Event” – i.e. 

one that is either run by an association or one in which associations attend as exhibitors or speakers. 

 

 
Events Tab 

 

http://www.extraincomeforall.com/
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We click on the link to the left to go to the Toy Fair. 

What you want to do is look for is the list of speakers, companies, and other associations at the event.  

They weren’t as easy to find on this one, but there is something called “Publication Partners” which 

looks interesting. 

Clicking on the “Publication Partners” link takes us to a listing of publications that support the fair. After 

clicking through onto some of the publication partners sites it was clear that their sites provide 

important insights into the news industry, toy licensing, and licensing in general. 

The site PlayThings.com looks like an extensive site for anyone either already in or wanting to find out 

more about the toy and game industry.  

 

 

This looks like a great site to start to get familiar with many of the real players and resources in the toy 

and game industry.  Checking their “About Us” section here’s what they say about themselves: 

About Us 

http://www.extraincomeforall.com/


25 Profits From Passions                                  ©2010 Extra Income For All All Rights Reserved. 

 

“Playthings, founded in 1903, is the leading U.S. trade magazine covering the children's toy industry. We 

have a rich and vivid tradition of editorial coverage:  

 We were the magazine of record when 'Teddy' bears became popular with American children 

during the first years of the 20th century.  

 We were there, in 1945, to report on the first and only time in the 96-year history of the 

American International Toy Fair that the event was canceled, due to World War II  

 We reported in depth about a 'fashion doll' introduced on March 9, 1959, named 'Barbie.'  

Our history and editorial expertise makes us particularly well-equipped to understand the dynamic and 

mercurial world of modern toys.” 

There’s a lot to take in from their site, but what you’ll find when you reach a site like this you’ll start 

gaining a tremendous amount of insight into what’s important in the industry,  industry-specific 

terminology (which will help you do better research in general), the state of the industry in general. 

You’ll also start to notice what people and companies are NOT talked about – which if a company is say 

an “toy promotion” company claiming it can help you be a major success and you don’t see it mentioned 

on a site like PlayThings or any of the other sites we’ve discussed here that should set off your alarm 

bells. 

Let’s Review the “Professional Event” Secret and What It Means To You. 

Most REAL research takes a decent amount of time so your main goal at first when researching an 

industry or professional field like writing or photography is to have a system in place for increasing your 

odds of finding correct information and decreasing your odds of finding incorrect information. 

The reason why we started with Associations is because there are already 3rd-party resources in place 

that verify the legitimacy of the associations. 

In this case we found the Toy Industry Association 

Now from the association we then moved onto events that the association sponsors, speaks at, or 

attends. 

Since we’ve started a vetted professional organization you can be certain that the event it sponsors is a 

REAL event in the industry (as opposed to say some fly-by-night Toy Making & Licensing Seminar 

company that will drain your pocketbook and give you little or nothing in return). 

When you find information on the event you want to look for the following: 

 Speakers at the event 

 Exhibitors at the event (companies and associations) 

 Attendees at the event (companies and associations) 

In this case we actually ended up look at the “publication partners” which turned us onto a goldmine of 

industry-specific information at the site PlayThings.com. 

http://www.extraincomeforall.com/
http://www.playthings.com/
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We can also start learning about the main industry issues as well as other people, companies, and 

organizations within the industry.  And we can be confident that these people, companies, and 

organizations will likely be reputable. 

Again it’s an imperfect system because the farther you get away from the trusted hub the more chances 

there are for bad information to creep in. However, much LESS bad information should creep in if you 

use this process than if say you went to a “Toy and Game Manufacturing & Licensing Workshop” you 

found on some late-night infomercial claiming that you can be the next big Toy-Creator Millionaire. 

The good news though you have other ways to research people, companies, and organizations that are 

at the end of the “Trusted Hub Chain”. 

Now that you have both online and offline ways to find “Trusted Hubs” (by offline we mean the offline 

events that you locate) it’s time to find reputable suppliers, training, and topic-specific sales channels. 

 

Suppliers 

 

How to find reputable suppliers 

There are many ways to find reputable suppliers. One way is to use 

a 3rd-party company with extensive experience in product sourcing 

that have a certification process already in place. 

One of the best known companies that does this is a company 

called WorldWide Brands. You can read about how they do their 

product sourcing research here: 

How REAL Wholesale Product Sourcing Research Is Done (click here) 

WorldWide Brands product-sourcing materials are used by eBay University. 

It’s important to understand what a 3rd-party’s verification or certification procedure is before assuming 

that just because they have one that it’s any good. 

For example the site GlobalSources.com describes how they screen and audit their suppliers here: 

Global Sources Verified Supplier system (click here to learn how) 

Of course they could be lying – so there are a few additional checks you can do such as: 

Check to see how long their website has been up. Sometimes you can see this by using the site 

Archive.org doing the following: 

 

http://www.extraincomeforall.com/
http://worldwidebrands.com/wwb/productsourcingresearch.asp
http://www.corporate.globalsources.com/PRODUCTS/VERIFIED.HTM
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1. Enter the main site (in this case “globalsources.com”) 

 

 

2. Click on the link of the year furthest back in history 

 

 

 

Earliest Oct 1999 

 

http://www.extraincomeforall.com/
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3. Check to make sure it’s the same site: 

 

 

 

Sometimes it’s not the same site. If it’s not then you move on to the link date after the link you just 

checked until you find the first instance of the same site (it won’t look exactly the same, but typically 

you’ll see indications that it’s the same site). 

The reason why you can’t just go by the whois record creation date is because domains sometimes 

change hands and that isn’t reflected in the whois record creation date. 

There are many other ways to figure out how long a site has been around, but for most sites this process 

should be sufficient.  For example you could also search Google’s news archive: 

 

 

similar to current content 

 

Images missing due to 

age  - not uncommon 

 

Archives timeline 

 

also notice article date in 

database 

 

http://www.extraincomeforall.com/
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Assuming the site or company you’re checking out has a decent amount of history you’ll usually see a 

graph of a timeline. 

Click on the very front of the timeline to get news stories and press releases about the company at that 

time. 

A paid alternative to get historical news information is newspaperarchive.com. Don’t search on a site’s 

domain though as that doesn’t seem to work well. 

 

Using PageRank as an indicator of site trustworthiness 

Another good indicator of how trustworthy a site may be is by checking the page rank of it’s main page. 

Here’s an example for GlobalSources.com 

If you don’t already have the Google Toolbar installed, you can get it here: 

http://www.google.com/toolbar/ie/index.html 

 

 

You’ll need to enable the PageRank option. 

 

Searching Forums to get info on companies 

It can be useful to search forums for opinions on suppliers or directories of suppliers. The one big 

problem with most forums though is that too often people who don’t know what they’re talking about 

give advice and opinions. But if you see an overwhelming amount of people giving positive or negative 

feedback about a company it could be a good indicator to research that information further (I would 

recommend that you never take what’s said in a forum at face value you really know a lot about the 

person giving their opinion already). 

You can also use sites like the following to see what the buzz is on companies: 

 SocialMention.com 

 WhosTalkin.com 

 Yasni.com 

 Scoopler.com 

 

 

Pagerank Icon 

 

http://www.extraincomeforall.com/
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Training 

In many fields you still don’t need formal training these days. However, you’ll find in certain areas it can 

be helpful. 

The way you’ll check into the credibility of the training will vary depending on how formalized the 

training is for that area of interest or skill. 

For fields of study with more formalized education you will find a list of recognized U.S. accrediting 

agencies here: 

 Financial Aid For PostSecondary Students Accreditation in the United States 

 Council For Higher Education Accreditation 

WorldWideLearn.com maintains a list of International Accrediting Agencies here: 

 International Accreditation Associations 

For areas that have less formalized training the best place to start is by finding the official associations as 

described in the first part of this section and determining what training they endorse or recommend. 

 

Sales Channels 

Certainly there are general marketing techniques that you can use to sell your services or goods.  That is 

something we teach at ExtraIncomeForAll.com. 

But there often existing topic-specific or interest-specific sales channels with existing traffic and visitors 

that you can tap into. 

Sometimes finding topic specific and skill specific sales channels can be as simple as searching on Google 

or other search engines for phrases like “sell crafts” or “freelance writing marketplace” and looking for 

subcategories within the sites that comes up. 

For example searching on the phrase “sell crafts” there are quite a few marketplaces that come up with 

Etsy at the top. 

http://www.extraincomeforall.com/
http://www.ed.gov/admins/finaid/accred/index.html
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Click on the link for Esty.com and you can see topic-specific categories on the left and drill down into 

those as well: 

 

 

Often associations will provide member directories where you can list yourself or your company. 

You can also sometimes find topic-specific directories by searching Google or other search engines using 

the following search syntax: 

Example 1:  

KEYWORD inurl:advertise 

“teddy bears” inurl:advertise 

http://www.extraincomeforall.com/
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Example 2: 

“KEYWORD directory” 

 

 

http://www.extraincomeforall.com/
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A few other possibilities would be 

 KEYWORD “advertise with us” (i.e. “teddy bears” “advertise with us) 

 KEYWORD directory “add url” (i.e. “teddy bears” directory “add url”) 

 Allintext:advertise KEYWORD (i.e. allintext:advertise teddy bears 

 KEYWORD inurl:sell (i.e. animal photography inurl:sell) 

Another way to discover interest-specific or topic-specific sales channels or at least people who are 

likely to know where they are is to do a forum search using Google’s forum search function. Here’s an 

example of using the search function to discover who might know where to sell nature photography 

Here’s how to do that using Google: 

1. Search Google for “sell nature photography” 

 

2. Click on “Show Options” 

 

http://www.extraincomeforall.com/
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3. Click on forums: 

 

Getting the Buzz on Sales Channels 

You can get the buzz on sales channels using the same techniques as we showed in the suppliers section 

using sites like: 

 SocialMention.com 

 WhosTalkin.com 

 Yasni.com 

 Scoopler.com 

You can also search forums as described above or using services like: 

 Omgili.com 

 BoardTracker.com 

 BoardReader.com 

 AskSutra.com (also searches multiple “question and answer” sites) 

As you can see there are a large variety of ways to find sales channels and it takes some time to 

understand the best ways to find them.  

Sales Channel Traffic 

Just because you find a topic-specific sales channel doesn’t necessarily mean it gets much traffic. The 

site Compete.com can help you figure this out. 

For example, when looking for teddy bear sales channels I stumbled onto the site bears-direct.com 

which is nice and topic-specific. Unfortunately according to Compete it doesn’t seem to get much traffic: 

http://www.extraincomeforall.com/
http://www.socialmention.com/
http://www.whoistalkin.com/
http://www.yasni.com/
http://www.scoopler.com/
http://www.omgili.com/
http://www.boardtracker.com/
http://www.boardreader.com/
http://www.asksutra.com/
http://www.compete.com/
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Keep in mind that no website traffic monitoring tool is perfect so sometimes it can still be worth testing 

a topic-specific marketplace even if a tool like Compete.com shows low traffic numbers. 

You should also keep in mind how targeted the traffic is likely to be. Obviously if you’re selling 

handmade scarves you’d be more interested in a site likely to get 2,000 people a month looking for “buy 

handmade scarves” than another site getting 15,000 visitors a month looking for “scarf patterns” 

You can get good information on what search terms a site tends to rank for through a tool like 

SEMRush.com. The free version only gives you limited data, but if you upgrade to the paid version you 

can see a lot more. 

Here’s an example of using the paid version of SEMRush to check out what keywords Etsy.com in a 

certain category rank well for in Google. 

Let’s say I make handmade purses and bags and I want to know what keywords the bags and purses 

category at http://www.etsy.com/category/bags_and_purses ranks well for in Google. 

1. I enter http://www.etsy.com/category/bags_and_purses and pick URL 

http://www.extraincomeforall.com/
http://www.semrush.com/
http://www.etsy.com/category/bags_and_purses
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2. I click on “Search” and see that SEMRUSH keeps tracks of over a hundred keywords for this URL. 

 

 

 

http://www.extraincomeforall.com/
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3. I Click on “Full Report” in the “Organic Keywords” section and see immediately that Etsy.com is 

ranking #2 for the keyword “handmade purses” and telling me that the keyword “handmade 

purses" gets approximately 4,400 searches per month. 

 

 

 

4. Scrolling down a bit further in the keyword list I see that Etsy’s “bags and purses” category ranks 

#1 for “handmade bags” and tells me that the keyword “handmade bags” gets approximately 

2,400 searches per month. 

It looks like if I sell handmade purses and/or bags that Etsy.com is a sales platform I should consider just 

based on potential search engine traffic. 

Keep in mind that the analysis with SEMRush doesn’t take into account people searching for specific 

items using the search function on Etsy’s site itself. 

Also, you have to keep in mind the number of competitors selling the same items on a site. I didn’t check 

that in my analysis of Etsy yet - but this is a systematic way of making of list of sites to dig into further. 

Associations and Organizations 

We’ve already discussed the importance of finding interest and skill specific associations and 

organizations. For a refresher on how to find them, please see the beginning section of part 2 of the 

Profits From Passions report. 

Profit-Taking for Everyone – how almost anyone can generate extra income from the following areas 

and many others with companies that want to help you get money using your skills or interests 

There are certain things you can do to generate extra income regardless of your area of interest, 

including the following: 

 

http://www.extraincomeforall.com/
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Teaching – just about ANYTHING 

For example if you know quite a bit about knitting, doll repair, music theory, accounting, fire-twirling, 

scarf-making, or just about any other subject you can think of you could tap into TeachStreet.com – a 

company founded by one of Amazon.com’s former Directors of Product Management. TeachStreet, Inc. 

is a web site dedicated to helping students find great local teachers and empowering teachers with 

robust online tools to manage their teaching business.  

 

The TeachStreet.com site also enables teachers to accept payments for classes online with TeachStreet 

payments, powered by PayPal. Teachers can manage payments from existing students by creating 

invoices they can pay online. Online enrollment and payments are optional 

Other sites similar to TeachStreet are 

 SchoolOfEverything.com 

 TeachMate.org 

A couple of online sites for teaching and tutoring include: 

 UniversalClass.com 

 EduFire.com 

 

http://www.extraincomeforall.com/
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http://www.teachmate.org/
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http://edufire.com/why_teach
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Tutoring 

Tutoring is another area that many people can do for extra income. I’ve lost count of the number of 

tutoring matching services and tutoring directories available today. 

Just a few examples are: 

 Wyzant.com 

 AtoZTutoring.com 

 TutorsTeach.com 

 WheresMytutor.com 

Writing 

There are more and more sites today where you can get paid to write (either an upfront fee,  a share of 

the sites revenue, or sometimes both) even if you’ve never been paid to write before such as. Typically 

you are paid either an upfront fee, a share of the site’s revenue or sometimes both. A few such sites (out 

of many more include: 

 ArticleIncome.com 

 AssociatedContent.com 

 Bukisa.com 

 Infobarrel.com 

 Mahalo.com 

 Oondi.com 

 Triond.com 

Video 

There are also sites that will pay you if they accept your video submission and other ones that will pay 

you revenue share. A few examples are: 

 Break.com (submission only) 

 Flixya.com (revenue share) 

 Revver.com (revenue share) 

Of course there are many other extra income possibilities suited for anyone. Just a few examples off the 

top of my head are:  

 Sell your DVDs, CDs, Games, Books at Glyde.com – we have video training in the 

ExtraIncomeForAll.com members area that goes into detail on how to maximize this 

opportunity. 

 Selling your used electronics at Gazelle – Visit Gazelle.com 

 Sell  your hair (really) at TheHairTrader.com or HairWork.com 

 Mystery Shopping – Visit the MysteryShopper’s association 

 Volunteer for Medical Research Studies – Visit DrugsPay.com for an extensive guide 

http://www.extraincomeforall.com/
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Extra Income For All People? 

 

So is it really possible to do what you love and make money doing it? Probably more often than you 

think. 

And even if you can’t always make a full-time income doing something you love you often still stand a 

good chance of making extra income doing something you love – or at least like to do. 

At ExtraIncomeForAll.com we do not want you to blindly follow the mantra “Do What You Love And The 

Money Will Follow”.  As we’ve said before it is also possible that you could “Do What You Love And Go 

Broke”. 

We want you to find out quickly what income ideas are most likely to work for you. 

That is why we continue to develop systematic ways to have a systematic way to eliminate time-wasters 

and money-drainers. And that is why we are committed to helping you discover realistic ways to find 

great ways to make money doing things you love and with the skills you have. 

http://www.extraincomeforall.com/
http://www.extraincomeforall.com/

